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Armed with rifle, gunman 
set off fire alarm to draw 
students, officials say 


FLORIDA HIGH SCHOOL 


‘CATASTROPHIC 
SHOOTING KILLS 17 


Israel said the 19-year-old sus- 
pect, Nikolas Cruz, had been ex- 
pelled from Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School for “disci- 
plinary reasons.” 

“I don’t know the specifics,” the 


PARKLAND, Fla. (AP) — A gun- 
man opened fire with a semi-auto- 
matic rifle at a Florida high school 
on Wednesday, killing at least 17 
people and sending scores of stu- 
dents fleeing into the streets in the 
nation’s deadliest school shooting 
since the attack on Sandy Hook Ele- 
mentary in Newtown, Connecticut, 
in 2012. 

Wednesday’s shooter, who was 
equipped with a gas mask and 
smoke grenades, set off a fire alarm 
to draw students out of their class- 
rooms shortly before the school day 
ended, officials said. 

Authorities said at least a dozen 
other people were wounded. 

“It’s catastrophic. There really 
are no words,” Broward County 
Sheriff Scott Israel said. 


Parents, above, wait for news outside 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Florida, on Wednesday. At top, 
students are evacuated by police. 


sheriff said. 

However, Victoria Olvera, a 
17-year-old junior, said Cruz was 
expelled last school year after a 
fight with his ex-girlfriend’s new 
boyfriend. She said Cruz had been 
abusive to his girlfriend. 

A law enforcement official and 
former schoolmates said Cruz was 
a troubled teenager who posted dis- 
turbing material on social media. 

“I think everyone had in their 
minds if anybody was going to do it, 
it was going to be him,” Olvera said. 

Israel said investigators were 
dissecting the suspect’s social me- 
dia posts. “And some of the things 
that have come to mind are very, 
very disturbing,” he added without 
elaborating. 


See Shooting: Page 2 


Teen’s heart-lung transplant 
is the first ever in Nebraska 


Girl credits her Omaha 
doctors and her organ 
donor for saving her life 


By JULIE ANDERSON 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


By last fall, 15-year-old Maria 
Wilmes’ health was in serious de- 
cline. 

She’d been born with a congeni- 
tal heart condition that didn’t show 
up initially but that by age 2 had 
already taken an irreversible toll, 
causing pulmonary hypertension, 
or high blood pressure in her lungs. 
For years, she and her family and 
her doctors had nursed along her 
health and her damaged lungs, hop- 


Bipartisan immigration plan 
Group of senators strikes a deal, 
but it may not be enough to 
satisfy both parties. Page 4A 
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ing to delay the inevitable. 

But Maria could barely walk 
around school without her heart 
pounding and being out of breath. 
The Dakota City, Nebraska, teen 
had to leave classes early at South 
Sioux City High School, where 
she’s a sophomore, to get to the 
next ones on time. Some nights she 
couldn’t do her homework because 
she was so ill, so tired. 

“It was painful, and I couldn’t 
stand it anymore,” she said. 

Maria was placed on the trans- 
plant list the week of Thanksgiv- 
ing. On Dec. 5, she received a new 
heart and lungs at the Nebras- 
ka Medical Center, marking the 
first heart-lung transplant at the 


See Transplant: Page 2 


Omaha Beer Week 


It’s nearly here. We provide a 
refresher on its history and pick 
some of its best 2018 events. GO 


MAKE 
YOURSELF 


Shop Rudolphshoes.com Í BANA. => 
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Maria Wilmes, 15, hugs Lisa Gulseth of Nebraska Medicine. Maria, born 


with a heart condition, received a new heart and lungs in December. 
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Supporters 
pack Capitol 
to fight for 
NU funding 


With millions at stake, 32 
speakers argue that higher 


ed is worth the investment 


By Rick RUGGLES 
AND EMILY NITCHER 


WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — The University 
of Nebraska system made a full- 
fledged, many-speaker argument 
Wednesday for solid state support 
before the Legislature’s Appropri- 
ations Committee. 

NU backers included represen- 
tatives from three chambers of 
commerce, a former speaker of 
the Legislature, Agriculture Build- 
ers of Nebraska, a cancer survivor, 
an NU regent, the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha’s student-body 
president and others. Thirty-two 
people spoke at the nearly 4'4-hour 
hearing. 

At stake is millions of dollars in 
state support for the NU system. 
Gov. Pete Ricketts has recom- 
mended two more cuts in operat- 
ing support for the university — 
one midyear trim totaling about 
$11.5 million and another of about 
$23 million in 2018-19 — because 
of disappointing state revenues. 

The university had originally 
been budgeted for $580.6 million 
in state money. NU made it clear 
Wednesday that it intended to fight 
for that cash. 

NU President Hank Bounds and 
others repeatedly argued that high- 
er education is the driver of a strong 
economy, a skilled workforce, 


See Committee: Page 2 
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La Vista venue 


could miss out 
on $50 million 
in turnback tax 


By HAILEY KONNATH 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


A summer opening is looking 
less likely for the $125 million 
Nebraska Multisport Complex 
planned for La Vista. The project 
is still in the fundraising phase, 
the president said this week, and 
there’s no date set for beginning 
construction. 

That means it’s likely to miss 
a key October deadline to secure 
significant state turnback tax, 
an arena-financing mechanism. 
The complex could collect up to 
$50 million of its funding from the 
tax, per state law. 

Last August, president Harold 
Cliff and other project organizers 
introduced a new timeline. The 
complex, planned at an old sod 
farm at 120th Street and Giles 
Road, would be built in phases, 
with soccer fields and a field house 
opening in spring or summer of 
this year and the aquatic center 
opening in 2019. 

But nearly six months since 
the announcement, the multisport 
complex and general contractor 
J.E. Dunn have no construction 
contract. A sign at the site touting 


See Multisport: Page 2 
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Red Lobster 


2757 S. 140th ST ¢ 402.330.0186 
(140th & Center, behind Red Lobster) 


